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He put them off with a bunch of words, and they went their way. 


But the power of the House of Shammai forthwith became strong, 
and they wanted to decide the law permanently in accord with 
their opinion. 


Now there was present Baba b. Buta who was one of the disciples 
of the House of Shammai, but who acknowledged that the law is in 
accord with the opinions of the House of Hillel in every last detail. 


One time he came to the courtyard and found it desolate. He said, 
“May the houses of those who desolated the house of our God be 
made desolate.” 


What did he do? 


He went and brought the whole Qedar-flock and set them up right 
in the courtyard and announced, “Whoever is required to bring 
whole offerings and peace offerings - let him come and take a 
beast and lay on hands” [= M. Hag. 2: 3B]. 


So [everybody] came along and took a beast and offered up whole 
offerings, having laid on hands. 


On that very day the law was confirmed in accord with the 
opinion of the House of Hillel, 


and not a single person griped about it. 


Said R. Isaac b. Eleazar, “When a cup is disfigured [so that it cannot 
be used], stop it up with a chip of wood from the cup itself [rather than 
waiting until later and looking for some other material with which to 
repair it].” 


[The following is a similar analogy]: When coals are not burning 
completely to begin with, they go out [even if one funs them with air. 
Both of these, L and M, emphasize the need to react immediately to a 
problem just as Baba b. Buta did]. 


SWB M’SH B: Another disciple of the disciples of the House of 
Hillel laid hands on a burnt offering. 


One of the disciples of Shammai found him out. 
He said to him, “What’s this laying on of bands?!” 
He said to him, “What’s this shutting up?!” 


